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Dear BUP Friends,			

June 15th, 2010

Soon it is midsummer! The Baltic University Programme has
had many different activities since the previous Newsletter thanks to an active secretariat and partners. A Centre
Directors Meeting, was held right next to the skiing slope in
Trojanovice, Czech Republic on January 20-22nd. Planning of
the flagship project application was the main topic. In March
we submitted a large application to the Baltic Sea Region
Programme 2007-2013 (Interreg IVB) for a project called
Baltic-Sustain, which is a part of the flagship project that we
are lead partners for together with Vilnius University, Lithuania in the action programme to EU’s Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. The topic is enhancing
cooperation between universities within the Baltic Sea Region. We will find out in September if
we are successful. We held a seminar on Education for Sustainable Development – “Natural Resources, Ecology and the Role of Policy makers” in Moscow, Russia on March 29-30th together with
Lunds University, Luleå University of Technology and Lomonosov Moscow State University and
the Russian Academy of Government Service.
April was an extremely busy month that was filled with Pre-conference Training for university teachers on the 8-9th in Lviv, Ukraine in cooperation between the BUP Secretariat, the
Belarusian State University and Ivan Franko National University. On the 12-14th April we held
a workshop in Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine on “Democracy development: Challenges of the 21st Century” in cooperation with Dnipropetrovsk National University. The BUP Students Conference
in Rogow, Poland took place on the theme ”Ecosystems: Biodiversity, Resources and Wellbeing” on
April 14-18th. More than 85 participants from 13 countries took part in the conference. I want
to specially mention and thank our Polish Centre at Lodz Technical University who has since
many years taken care of many of the practicalities with the student conferences and the Swedish Institute for financing. BUP arranged in Stockholm together with the Council of the Baltic
Sea States (CBSS) Secretariat and the Romanian Embassy a seminar on ESD with the Baltic and
Black Sea Regions on April 28th. On April 29-30th I participated in a workshop on cooperation
with the Adriatic Ionian Basin under the auspices of CBSS & Adriatic Ionian Initiative (AII), in
Ancona, Italy where the task was to develop a declaration of cooperation to be adopted at a
high level meeting during the following week.
During one week of May (16-22nd) Master Classes in Sustainability Change Agentry was
arranged in cooperation with Alan AtKisson and held in Nacka, Sweden. We could finance
participation of 9 people from the BUP network in this extremely useful course on how to
apply tools to SD thanks to financing from the Swedish Institute. A BUP Board Meeting was held
in Uppsala on May 21st. On May 23-28th we travelled to Amfissa in Greece where a “Residential
Training Workshop on Universities & ESD” was held in cooperation with MIO-ECSDE (Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development) for 30 BUP
university teachers and about 15 teachers from the Mediterranean University Network on
ESD and one teacher from the Black Sea University Network (a side-effect of our seminar on
April 28th). This was the first time that BUP teachers could travel to the Mediterranean for a
BUP teacher training and was possible only due to financing from our Greek partners for the
meeting itself and from Sida’s Baltic Sea Unit, Åbo Akademi University and Novia University in
Finland. During this time period we have also participated in two Ecoregion project meetings
as well as in two education flagship project meetings.
I want to end this editorial by wishing you a very good summer!

www.balticuniv.uu.se

Christine
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Students Conference in Rogow
You know how life always surprises you and you don’t know
what to expect from it, and most of the times you get even
more than you ever hoped for. The Rogow 2010 conference
is a living proof of that. When you go to a conference you expect to meet new people, gain knowledge and have fantastic
memories that will sustain the positive vibe inside you. But
this time we all got so much more…

is no difference whether it is species diversity or of humankind, it still is the basics of life and we should celebrate it.
As for me, this conference was the transformation from a regular chatty student into an International Student Representative, meaning a secretary of all the BUP network students
thoughts, a virtual shoulder to cry on, the defender of your
opinion and everything I can be for you.

Maybe some thought that the timing of a conference was
not right, due to the tragic plane crash that killed the Polish
president, but I am happy that BUP gave us a chance to experience what a nation goes through when it is being hit the
most. And what I got, while walking the streets of Warsaw, is
the atmosphere that was in the air and in everyone’s hearts
– mix of sorrow, peace, will and most important – hope. This
feeling of faith in each other united the nation like nothing I
have ever seen, it felt like you are a part of something greater.
This truly was a once in a lifetime experience. Speaking of
which, do you believe in time travel?! Well, I do now! Every
year I wait with anticipation for the time when the first
leaves bloom in the spring, and this year I got to experience
it twice. I travelled one month to the future, leaving behind
cold winds and rainy days in Latvia to lie on the grass for
hours under a sunny spring sky in Poland.

But what makes a conference a success? Is it the knowledge
you gain, the lifetime friendship you make with people who
you met for just 4 days, the inside jokes that will last for
years, falling in love and having more passion than anyone can
hope for, having a wedding even though it is imaginary, staying
up till the morning just to make sure your friends don’t miss
the bus, overcoming the hidden barriers you set for yourself… the answer is – yes, all that.

BUP brought together many students from different fields,
with different opinions and that gave a chance to exchange
experiences, knowledge, stories and to witness the essence
of diversity that we all try so hard to protect, because there

And I would like to end with my favorite quote that for me is
the summary of the knowledge we were supposed to bring
home from the BUP Students Conference 2010…
“When the last tree is cut, the last river is poisoned and the
last fish is eaten, people will discover that we cannot eat
money…”
Kristine Bogomazova
Newly elected BUP Student Representative

Photos by Krzysztof Ciesielski
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2010
July
Challenges for sustainable development (Intensive course:)
4-25 July 2010
Mogilany (near Krakow), Poland

August
SAIL - Sustainability Applied in International Learning.
Bremerhaven/Germany - St Malo/
France - Lisbon/Portugal - Barcelona/
Spain
28 August – 16 September 2010

September
Teachers Training Conference
Ecosystem Health & Sustainable
Agriculture
18-22 September
Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, USA
Summer Course on Sustainability,
River Basin Management and Climate
Change (WaterPraxis)
21–24 Sep 2010
Hamburg, Germany

October
Teachers’ Training on Renewable
energy
17-20 Oct 2010
Uppsala, Sweden
Meeting for contact persons at BUP
universities
20-21 Oct 2010
Uppsala, Sweden

November
BUP Board meeting
19 November 2010
Uppsala, Sweden

Education for Sustainable Development
in St. Petersburg
The host of the seminar, Prof.Victor Ionov with the green balloon in the
lecture hall at St Petersburg State University. (Photo: Lyudmyla Babak)

A green balloon as an ice-breaking tool came across the hands of more than 50 BUP teachers,
researchers and guests, who met on 26-28th of November in St.-Petersburg, 2009 for the
international teaching training Seminar on Education for Sustainable Development. Among the
participants were teachers and researchers from seven cities of Russia (St.-Petersburg, Petrozavodsk, Pskov, Novgorod the Great, Moscow,Novomoskovsk, and Uzho-Sahalinsk) and three
representatives from Belarus (Minsk). The 37 participants that took an active part in the whole
seminar were awarded Diplomas.
This time the BUP seminar for ESD was hosted by St.-Petersburg State University at the
Phoenix Learning Center. The aim of the seminar was to strengthen and extend the already
existing academic cooperation for a common understanding between Swedish and Russian
partners regarding sustainable development, environmental problems and possible solutions for
the Baltic Sea region.
For lectures and workshops there were invited speakers and professionals from Swedish and
Russian Universities. The program was elaborated by the BUP Secretariat in Uppsala together
with the North-West Russian BUP Center, St.-Petersburg and included modern interesting lectures (including distance lectures via Internet) and group workshops to increase the teachers’
competence.
The seminar was devoted to issues of sustainability and its implementation in the educational process and different modern teaching methods and technologies. It included two modules
on how to include the concept of sustainable development into the teaching process and best
practices within Swedish and Russian universities.
Also participants from Sweden, Belarus and other Russian cities had a possibility to get
acquainted with the city center on a sightseeing bus tour during the interactive excursion to
the Museum of Water (“Vodokanal of St.-Petersburg”). The main exhibition is situated in the
building of the old water tower and is dedicated to the history of water supply and wastewater
discharge in the world, in Russia and in St. Petersburg. We also visited the multimedia exhibition “The Underground World of St. Petersburg”, displaying the route of water from the water
intake through pipelines into apartments and back to the sewage treatment plants.
We were glad to get a lot of positive replies and comments that the seminar was fruitful and
valuable for both the Russian and Swedish participants and they enjoyed being in St.-Petersburg!
Ksenia Shelest and Asya Ilyina
North-West Russian BUP Center, St.Petersburg, Russia
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New Board
for Baltic University 2010

From 1 July 2010 the Baltic University
Programme has a new board.

Lars-Christer Lundin, Prof., Uppsala University,
Chairman of the board
Caroline Liberg, Prof., Uppsala University
Per G. Berg, Prof. Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences
Victor Ionov, Prof., St Petersburg State University
Carl Lindberg, Mr, UNESCO special advisor
Paula Lindroos, Director, Åbo Akademi University
Ireneusz Zbicinski, Prof., Łodż Technical University
Lars Holmer, Prof., Uppsala University
(new member)
Matthew Kott, PhD., Uppsala University
(new member)
Tatyana Polajeva, Assoc. Prof., Tallin Technical
University (new member)
Lena Sommestad, Prof. (new member)
Kristine Bogomazova, University of Latvia,
International Student Representative
(new member)
Yuliya Zhuk, Uppsala University, Swedish Student
Representative

Top: The old water tower in St Petersburg by night.
Middle: Prof. Per G. Berg from the Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences, Lyudmyla Babak from The Baltic University Secretariat at
Uppsala University and Ekaterina Shaplyka from Belarusian State
Technological University.
Bottom: Beau Boekhout, Prof. Per G. Berg, Irina Semka and Prof.
Lars Rydén.
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Dr Siarhei Darozhka
Belarusian National Technical University
Dept. of Ecology
F. Skaryna Ave. 65, BY-220 027 Minsk
ph: +375-17-239 91 29
fax: +375-17-231 30 49
dorozhko@bntu.by

Czech Republic

Dr Alena Labodova
Technical University of Ostrava
Institute of Environmental Engineering
17.listopadu 15, 708 33 Ostrava-Poruba
ph: +420-59-699 55 40
fax: +420-59-699 30 40
alena.labodova@vsb.cz

Denmark
Vacant

Estonia

Assoc. Prof. Tatyana Polajeva
Tallinn University of Technology
Dept. of Economics
Ehitajate tee 5, EE-190 86 Talllin
ph: +372-6-20 35 40
fax: +372-6-20 20 20
tpoljaev@edu.ttu.ee

Finland

Dr Paula Lindroos
Åbo Akademi University
Centre for Continuing Education
Fabriksgatan 2, FI-205 00 Turku/Åbo
ph: +358-2-215 41 25
fax: +358-2-215 49 43
paula.lindroos@abo.fi

Germany

Prof. Walter Leal Filho
Hamburg University of Applied Sciences
Faculty of Life Sciences
Lohbruegger Kirchstraße 65 , DE-21033
Hamburg
ph: +49-40-42875-6313
mobile: +49-172-7835489
fax: +49-40-42875-6499
e-mail: walter.leal@hs.haw-hamburg.de

Prof. Bernd Delakowitz
University of Applied Sciences
Hochschule Zittau/Görlitz
Faculty of Mathematics/Natural Sciences
Theodor Körner Allee 16 , DE-02763
Zittau
ph: +49-3583611751
e-mail: b.delakowitz@hs-zigr.de

Latvia

Assoc. Prof. Andris Spricis
University of Latvia
Centre for Environmental Studies
48 Kr.Valdemara Str., LV-1013 Riga
ph: +371-7-37 25 97
fax: +371-7-22 50 39
spricis@acad.latnet.lv

Ukraine

Lviv- Kyiv- Dnipropetrovsk
During April 2010 the BUP was quite active in Ukraine. A pre-conference training in
Lviv (8-9 April), a seminar on democracy issues was held in Dnipropetrovsk (12-14
April) and several contact meetings took place during the following days in Kyiv and
Kyiv region.
The three-day workshop on “Democracy development: Challenges of the 21st Century” was organized in cooperation with Dnipropetrovsk National University named
after Oles Honchar, Department of Political Science. Approximately 50 participants
took part in the seminar. The programme included lectures, discussions and practical
sessions led by Swedish and Ukrainian lecturers.
It was inspiring and positive to see that the young generation in Ukraine is very
much interested in political issues and enthusiastic about the changes in their country.
Among the topics mentioned by the students to be the most interesting for them were
Building of Civil Society, Ukraine and the European Union, Public organizations and European Integration. The students were also interested in possibilities to change policies
on local level, and they expressed their wish to participate in similar practical trainings
more often.
The fruitful work in Dnipropetrovsk was followed by 4 days of contact visits in
Kiev. Ingrid Karlsson and Lyudmyla Babak made several visits (among them the new
potential partners for the BUP – Bilotserkivskiy National Agrarian University located
in the town of Bila Tserkva close to Kiev and Research Institute AgroEcology). We have
also established contacts with the NGOs “Teachers for Democracy and Partnership”,
“Association of Green Tourism of Ukraine”, and the International Charity Organization
“Information center “Green dossier”, Furthermore, we visited United Nation Development Programme (UNDP) and the Swedish Embassy in Ukraine in Kiev. Ingrid Karlsson
made a study tour to the Chornobyl area organized by the UNDP.
For all these interesting visits and excellent organization of the programme in Kyiv
we are grateful to Dzvinka Kachur, our BUP contact at Kiyv-Mohyla Academy. We very
much hope to continue cooperation with the Ukrainian partners on more projects.
Photo above: Dnipropretovsk street scene.

Lyudmyla Babak and Ingrid Karlsson
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Lithuania

Centres

Assoc. Prof. Linas Kliucininkas
Kaunas University of Technology
Dept. for Environmental Engineering
Radvilenu Str. 19, LT-502 54 Kaunas
ph: +370-37-35 10 08
fax: +370-37-30 01 52
linas.kliucininkas@ktu.lt

Poland

Prof. Ireneusz Zbicinski
Technical University of Lodz
Faculty of Process and Environmental
Engineering
ul. Wolczanska 213, PL-90-924 Lodz
ph: +48 - 42 - 631 37 83, +48 - 42 - 631
37 82
fax: + 46 - 42 - 636 49 23
baltlodz@wipos.p.lodz.pl

Russia

Lyudmyla Babak in Dnipropretovsk. Photo by Ingrid Karlsson.

Assoc. Prof.Victor V. Ionov
St Petersburg State University
Division of International Baltic and Arctic
Projects
10th Line 33/35, RU-199 178 St Petersburg
ph: +7-812-328 70 46
fax: +7-812-328 71 46
victor@baltic.lgu.spb.su
or victor@vi3787.spb.edu

Dr Helena Kropinova
Immanuel Kant State University of Russia
Faculty of Services
A. Nevskogo Str., 14, RU-236 041 Kaliningrad
ph: +7 4012 535204
mobile: +7 4012 388552
fax: +7 4012 538281
kropinova@mail.ru

Slovakia

Eng. Alexander Feher
Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra
Department of Sustainable Development
Marianska 10,SK-949 01 Nitra
T: +421-37-6415626 F: +421-37-6415632
alexander.feher@uniag.sk
sandfeher@yahoo.com
feher@afnet.uniag.sk

Sweden
Vacant

Top left: Workshop on democracy development.
Top right: Göran Hemberg from the Academy for Democracy in Stockholm lecturing.
Middle: Workshop
Bottom: Ganna Kalmius from Dnipropretovsk State University lecturing
Photos by Ingrid Karlsson.

Ukraine

Assoc. Prof. Iryna Kriba
Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
Faculty of International Relations
1 Universytetska Str., UA-796 02 Lviv
ph: +380-322-96 44 53
fax: +380-322-72 79 73
nordic@franko.lviv.ua
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Breaking Barriers
Pre-conference training 8-9 April 2010
The training was organized by the joint team from Belarus State University (Elena Korshuk, Elena Savitch)
and Lviv National University (Iryna Kriba, Natalya Dolinska, Iryna Shuptar, Oksana Yarmola). 29 teachers
from universities in Lviv and Ternopil took part in the training. The first day was devoted to communication and communication problems and speech aspects of communication. The topics of self-presentation
techniques, social small talk and professional small talk, techniques for communication initiating and
communication maintaining were covered. The second day concentrated on the language aspects of communication (some language structures and grammar) as well as issues connected with participation in
conferences (turn taking, comments, debating, reading graphs, diagrams etc) and presentation skills (using
power point). The work during these days was organized in form of active involvement of the participants,
using group work, group discussions, group presentation etc. The seminar was fruitful and the atmosphere
was friendly.
Lyudmyla Babak
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Sustainability Applied
in International Learning

Top left: Meeting hall at Lviv National University.
Top right: Presentation of group work
Middle: Presentation of group work
Bottom: Red Team in discussion during the workshop
Photos by Lyudmyla Babak

This year we will sail on board the Bulgarian
Sail Training Vessel Kaliakra. The course is organized as an international summer course at
Uppsala University by the Baltic University
Programme Secretariat in Uppsala, Sweden.
The cruise will start in Bremerhaven, Germany
the 28th of August. Stops are then planned in
St Malo, France and in Lisbon, Portugal before
reaching Barcelona, Spain the 16th September
2010.
The course is funded by the EU Erasmus
Intensive Programme, the Baltic University
Programme and the participating universities
in the Baltic Sea region.
www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/sail-2010
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Summer Course

Sustainability, River Basin Management
and Climate Change in the Baltic Sea
21 – 24 Sep 2010. Hamburg, Germany

Ingrid Karlsson
moving on
to new challenges
PhD Ingrid Karlsson at the
Baltic University Secretariat
who has worked with us
since 2006 will continue her
career in Uddevalla municipality where she will work with
a project on making nature
more accessible for people
with disabilities.
During her time with the
Baltic University she has
collaborated in a number of
projects in the region with a
great deal of enthusiasm and
great professionalism. Her
long experience and knowledge of project management
has been a real asset. We will
still continue to cooperate
with Ingrid, who will still be
involved in some projects
during the coming year.
We wish her the best of luck
in the future both in her new
work and also in her private
life where she will take on the
challenge of being a part-time
farmer at her family homestead.

The Summer Course is an initiative of the German office of the Baltic University
Programme in Hamburg and is organized in cooperation with the Interreg IVB Baltic
Sea Region project WATERPRAXIS. It is meant to acquaint delegates from various
countries about matters related to sustainable development, river basin management and climate issues in the Baltic, as well as foster international and multicultural
learning. The course will offer a state-of-the-art overview of matters related to
sustainable development and river basin management and will be a timely contribution towards efforts in the internationalisation, networking and cultural interaction
among local government officials, practitioners and students from Baltic countries.
People from local governments, officials, engineers, practitioners and students from
Baltic countries may register for the Summer Course. Students from all subjects
currently registered at universities across the Baltic Sea are especially welcome to
attend the Summer Course.
Interested participants need to register until the 30th June 2010.

Hello fellow students of the BUP,
I am the new student representative to the Baltic
University Board elected this April in Rogow. I go
by the name of Kristine, and originally come from
Latvia, Riga although as time passes by I am more
willing to call myself a citizen of the world. This
spring I have finished my studies at the University of Latvia, Faculty of Geography and Earth
Sciences were I got my degree in Environmental
Science. As many of you are, I am now also at the
crossroads of my life, waiting what it has to offer.
What I intend to bring to the BUP network is
actual sustainability, making our words about the
better future more then just a sound, as I truly
believe that changes can occur very easily – we
just have to start from ourselves. In this, I rely very much on cooperation from all of
you, as I am here to bring your thoughts and ideas to the board and make them happen, so don’t hesitate to contact me [kristine_bogomazova@inbox.lv] and tell how
you see the BUP. One person can’t change the world, but two – can, so join!!!
						
						

Best wishes,
Kristine Bogomazova
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CONFERENCE IN GREECE

On May 23-28th a group of university teachers from the Baltic
Sea Region travelled to Amfissa in Greece where a “Residential
Training Workshop on Universities & ESD” was held in cooperation with MIO-ECSDE (Mediterranean Information Office for
Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development). It was
30 BUP university teachers and about 15 teachers from the
Mediterranean University Network on ESD and one teacher
from the Black Sea University Network (a side-effect of our
seminar on April 28th) that participated in the workshop held
at the Centre for Environmental Education in Amfissa. This
was the first time that BUP teachers could travel to the Mediterranean for a BUP teacher training and was possible only
due to financing from our Greek partners for the meeting
itself and from Sida’s Baltic Sea Unit, Åbo Akademi University
and Novia University in Finland.
Amfissa, Greece (for sailors: 38°32’N 22°22’E). When you
google this name, you can find that: It is believed that the name
of the city derives from the ancient Greek verb αμφιeννυμι
(amfiennymi), meaning ’surround’, as it is surrounded by the
mountains Giona and Parnassus. In Greek mythology, Amfissa,
the daughter of Macar, son of Aeolus, and mistress of the god
Apollo, gave her name to the city. Believing in the World Wide
Web or not, I think every member of the Conference agree
with me, that the last Residential Training Workshop on Universities & ESD had a special, unusual atmosphere of the an-

cient spirit of Plato’s Cave. It was a fruitful meeting in a warm
Medditeranian atmosphere. One and a half year after the first
BUP-MEdIES Teachers Training in ESD, again we could meet to
develop our knowledge and competences through an inter-regional perspective. This cross-cultural Baltic-Mediteranian and
even the Black Sea meeting gave all participants a unique opportunity to share experiences on ESD, working on particularly interdisciplinary case studies. Different perspectives and
approaches from distinct angles were the most stimulating.
Why? As usual the answer is simple: as experienced teachers
involved in many projects sometimes we need ‘a coffee table
discussion’ to break the frames of our way of thinking. And
this is inspiring! Having a new ability for tackling problems and
sharing different skills in finding solutions we left the beautiful, hospitable Greece excited to see new possibilities for
cooperation. As one of the conference member wrote: developing the networking and cooperation not only between the
countries but even between the regions - together we can
change the world!
Dominika Stygar and Christine Jakobsson

