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Less is More 

 

Dear Baltic University Programme Friends, 

Welcome to a new type of BUP Newsletter. 

This time it is not only the contents that 

are new but also the format of the newslet-

ter has changed. It is our hope that this 

simplified version of the BUP Newsletter 

will mean that it will published on a more 

regular basis and that our news will reach 

you when it is fresher. 

Since the previous newsletter many activities 

have taken place within the network. On June 10-12th we held a Centre 

Directors Meeting in St. Petersburg to plan our activities. The Ecosystem 

Health and Sustainable Agriculture project held a Reference Group 

meeting on June 17th in Uppsala as the project is coming closer to finalizing 

the books. During the following week the2nd Meeting for Educational 

flagship projects in the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region was held 

in Brussels, Belgium on 21-22nd June. This meeting clearly showed that the 

work with launching the strategy had so far missed securing financing possi-

bilities for educational flagship projects but work is going on to solve this 

problem at different places. As we are Lead Partners together with Vilnius 

University for the flagship project on enhancing cooperation between univer-

sities within the region on ESD and SD, this is crucial for us. 

During July 4-25th a course was offered to the network in cooperation with 

Sendzimir Foundation on Challenges of Sustainable Development in  

Mogilany, Poland. On August 24-25th we participated in the Baltic 21  

Education Sector Meeting in Oslo, Norway. This year we had a lovely 

cruise on board the ship STS Kaliakra from August 28 – September 16th. 

This was our course called SAIL - Sustainability Applied in International 

Learning which gave students credits at Uppsala University. They sailed 

from Bremerhaven to Barcelona while studying sustainable development on 

board. We are worried that we may not be able to continue this course as 

financing it seems to be difficult. 

We arranged one conference ―over-there‖ in cooperation with colleagues at 

the University of Urbana-Champaign in Illinois, USA on September 19 – 21st 

to launch the Ecosystem Health and Sustainable Agriculture project and 

educational materials. This project has been a common undertaking with 

partners from the University of Urbana-Champaign. Our German partners at 

Hamburg University of Applied Science and University of Applied Science in 

Zittau-Görlitz offered students in the network the possibility to participate in 

the BUP Summer Course on Sustainability, River Basin Management 

and Climate Change held in Hamburg, Germany on 21 – 25th September. 

The Ecoregion Project held a meeting in Tallinn, Estonia on 28-30th Septem-

ber.  
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One important event, an international Conference on Environmental Education and Sustainable  

Development was organised by University of Latvia on October 6-7th in Riga, Latvia in connection with 

the launching of an educational book within a project producing educational materials for university 

teachers in Latvia. BUP teachers and professionals were invited to a BUP Energy Teacher Training 

Workshop that was held in Uppsala, Sweden on October 17 – 20th. The participants were very satisfied 

and you can read more about this in the newsletter.  

On November 5th we held the first BUP Executive Committee Meeting with members of the new BUP 

board. The new Board started on July 1st 2010. The discussions and interest shown at the meeting are 

very promising for the future! On December 10th we will have the first BUP Board Meeting with the 

new Board. Both these meetings take place in Uppsala at the secretariat. I want to welcome the new 

Board to BUP! Right now the BUP Students Conference on Environmental Management Systems 

is being held in Ostrava, Czech Republic (24-28th November).  

As you can see many partners are active and together we are strong and can offer the network a good 

variety of activities. I want to give many thanks to all partners that have contributed in many ways and 

thanks to our financiers, the Swedish Institute, Sida, SEPA, ERASMUS IP, Interreg IVB and Norwegian 

financial mechanism.  

 

Christine Jakobsson 

Director 

Upcoming BUP Events 

24.11.2010 - 28.11.2010  

BUP Students' Conference:  

Environmental Management Systems 

Ostrava, Czech Republic 

10.12.2010 09:00 - 15:00 

BUP Board Meeting 

Uppsala, Sweden 

26.01.2011 - 28.01.2011  

BUP Centre Meeting 

Turku, Finland 

17.02.2011 - 18.02.2011  

BUP Pre Conference Meeting 

Uppsala, Sweden 

16.03.2011 - 19.03.2011  

European SD Seminar 

Minsk, Belarus 

 

In addition a number of other events are planned and discussed for next year. These events include the 

Rectors meeting, an EMS Teachers conference and the Students conference in spring. 

For more information on these and other BUP events see the BUP web site.  
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SAIL in Choppy Waters 

The BUP has been sailing with students and teachers for the last 13 

years. Every year close to 40 members of our network, both stu-

dents and teachers, gather on board a tall ship and get a unique 

possibility to teach and learn, test their own limits and prove their 

abilities. They sail and work together as a team beyond nationalities, 

age differences and positions. They experience Sustainability Applied 

in International Learning - SAIL. This is also a Uppsala University 

summer course which gives the students 7.5 ECTS credit points. The 

course's unique combination of a great adventure and academic 

studies contribute to this course’s superb reputation. It is also some-

thing we are very proud of!  

For the last three years we have enjoyed funding for this project 

by the ERASMUS Intensive Programme. Now this BUP flagship pro-

ject needs your creativity to continue! 

If you have any ideas on where to apply and how to secure the 

further continuity of the SAIL project, or even if you are just inter-

ested to be part of this project, please write to me and join our 

mailing list with all those who are ready to take the challenge and 

to contribute - from the network to the network :-)) 

So far the Finnish national BUP Centre at Åbo Akademi has man-

aged to get 8,000 Euro from the City of Turku on the condition 

that SAIL 2011 will bring a tall ship to Turku during the Cultural 

Tall Ship Event last week of August. But more contributions are 

needed to ensure the continuation of the project. 

 

Maria Hejna 

 

 

“almost three weeks we were together on the sea. We had our bad 

moments when we were seasick and when there was again french 

fries at lunch but still we had such a good time together! Now I 

have a lot of new friends and good memories and stories to tell to 

my children when I’m old. My dream really became true when I 

had the opportunity to be one of the lucky ones who had the op-

portunity to be a real sailor for three weeks. I just want to say 

thank you to all of you that you were there and made the adven-

ture so unforgettable. 

I love you ♥” 

Eevi Oksanen, Joensuu, Finland  

participant in the 2010 SAIL course 

 

 

The photos are by Julia Beisler from Berlin, Germany who was a 

participant in the SAIL course 2010. You may have a look at her 

photos and many other’s at either the Facebook group SAIL 2010 

or on the BUP web site.  Photo: Julia Beisler 
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Our Energy Futures 

 

The BUP workshop Energy Futures was organised in  

Uppsala, Sweden on the 17-21 October 2010. 27  

participants from 8 countries took part. The background 

is an increasing interest in energy and climate issues in 

the network and the insight that sustainable develop-

ment requires a safe and sustainable production and use 

of energy. The workshop focused on energy in the local 

context and how to achieve a transition to a fossil fuel 

free energy system, sometimes referred to as Energy 

autonomy. In fact we were able to show an unofficial 

preview of the coming movie The Fourth revolution – 

Energy autonomy (Fechner media). The workshop was 

organised in cooperation with Uppsala municipality and 

the Ångström Laboratories. 

The workshop included the mapping of local energy  

resources (some 10-20 different kinds of energy was 

looked at), the assessment of local energy security, how 

to improve energy efficiency and the related concept 

energy sufficiency (how much energy is required for a 

specified task). The workshop visited the local energy 

company to be familiar with district heating, district 

cooling, waste incineration and co-generation. Other 

study visits illustrated the production (energy forest) and 

use of  

bioenergy, biogas, biodiesel, solar heat and solar elec-

tricity, during tours in Uppsala, nearby city of Enköping 

and the countryside. 

Uppsala University is one of several European Centres 

for research on energy and the workshop was invited to  

Ångström Laboratories to learn more about research on 

solar cells, new ways to generate electricity (wave 

power, streaming water power and others) and how to 

store it, mainly in batteries. 

Presentations described how to work with energy counsel-

ling on the local level, both to households and companies, 

and renovations to improve energy performances of 

houses. The participants described the situation in their home countries. A common comment was that 

we need to discuss more the policies and tools used on the local authority level to improve energy per-

formance. It varies considerably between countries. This was also suggested to be a main focus on a 

future workshop if possible. 

Lars Rydén 

 

You may have a look at a few more photos and also download some background materials from the 

workshop. 

Some information from the course is also available in Russian at the St. Petersburg State University of 

Refrigeration and Food Engineering. 
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The RAPA Project 

The Baltic University Programme Secretariat has been recruited as one of three expert partners (the 

others being Luleå University of Technology and Lund University, IIIEE) for a project conducted by the 

Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) in cooperation with the Russian government office 

(Ministry of Environment) on Education for Sustainable Development for Russian State Officials. The 

project has so far resulted in three two day seminars, two in Moscow and one in Vladimir (200 km east 

of Moscow, the medieval Russian capital) organized by Russian Academy for Public Administration 

(RAPA) in cooperation with Moscow State University. RAPA is a network of higher education institutions 

for governmental services, which from 2011 will fuse with a similar network to form a some 60 institu-

tions large network all over the Russian Federation. 

The seminars have had some 60-80 participants for continuing education, in Moscow mostly on a lower 

level and in Vladimir mostly on directors’ level. In addition to a general introduction on the topic of sus-

tainable development lectures and group work have had an applied character focusing on e.g. how to 

work with municipalities, industries and agriculture, or waste. From BUP Ingrid Karlsson and me have 

taken part and we have made use of the extensive printed material produced at BUP. All material has 

been provided in Russian language and seminars have used simultaneous interpretation.  

The project has received very high rating, and considerable efforts have been made from the Swedish 

side to offer high quality content. The project will in the future include further regional seminars, high 

level meetings and contributions from the Swedish side to the regular teaching at the RAPA institutions.  

 

Lars Rydén 

 

On the web site 

SWM Distance Course 

Sustainable Water Management, a master level course in the Baltic University Programme offered by 

Uppsala University as a distance course on the Internet. The course is open for all English speaking stu-

dents with a background of at least one year of environmental science studies (i.e., earth science, agri-

culture, forestry etc). 

For more information please see the course flyer (pdf-file) or contact the course leader Lars Hylander. 

 

BUP Movie 

A short movie with an introduction to the BUP is now found on the website. You may find this movie and 

a large number of other movies by the BUP on the Baltic University Programme channel on YouTube. 

 

Alan AtKisson’s Books 

Tuesday 23rd November new versions of Alan AtKisson’s books Believing Cassandra 

and The Sustainability Transformation were launched. See the BUP, the AtKission 

Group or Earthscan web sites for more information. 
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Keep yourself up to date 

Stay up to date with the latest news from the BUP secretariat. We have one mailing-list  

baltic@listserv.uu.se for news from and discussions with the BUP secretariat.  

Another mailing list is the csduppsala-bupnewsletter@listserv.uu.se for the distribution of this newslet-

ter. Instructions on how to subscribe or unsubscribe to these mailing lists you will find below. 

A way to keep up to date with the latest postings on the web site is the RSS feed. An RSS feed provides 

you with the latest news from the website – without you having to visit the site. If you are using Mozilla 

Firefox as your web browser click on the little RSS icon in the lower left corner of the BUP web site’s first 

page and save as a Live Bookmark in your list of Bookmarks. In Microsoft Internet Explorer you click on 

the RSS icon and save the feed in your favorites. 

 

 

How to subscribe and un-subscribe to this newsletter 

To subscribe to the BUP Newsletter send the command subscribe Your Name to  

csduppsala-bupnewsletter@listserv.uu.se. The command should be in the main body of the email (i.e. 

the bit where you normally type your message and not the subject field). The subject field should be left 

blank and any signature files deleted.  

If you wish to unsubscribe a particular email address you should send the following command  

unsubscribe to csduppsala-bupnewsletter@listserv.uu.se. The command should be in the body of the 

email and all other fields should be blank and any signature files deleted. 
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