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BUP in the Future 

The BUP 20th Anniversary year is now going towards its end, and we 

can look forward with confidence. The 3rd Rectors conference in Oc-

tober gave us strong support and many recommendations for the 

future.  Strengthened cooperation in education, competence devel-

opment and campus greening, were considered among the proposals 

for future networking and internationalization in the Baltic Sea re-

gion. Support for the continued activities was given by all participat-

ing university leaders as they all saw the need of strengthened fi-

nancing for this Flagship of the EU Baltic Sea Region Strategy.  The 

concrete proposal of introducing contributions from member universi-

ties was well received and this can be seen as a partial – but very 

important – way of securing the network.  

Some of the BUP courses are currently in an upgrading process, and 

there are also new ones to be introduced in the near future. The 

most current example is Sustainable Water Management, for which 

we foresee an interesting e-learning course for our students, as it 

this spring term will be given in cooperation between Uppsala Univer-

sity and Warsaw University.  

The first book for the upcoming course EHSA (Environmental Health 

and Sustainable Agriculture) has just been brought to the printing 

house, and the next book is in the pipeline. We plan to have a  

teachers’ seminars during spring 2012. A new course on Maritime 

Spatial Planning has been proposed by VASAB and the first planning 

meeting will be hosted by the BUP Swedish Centre in Karlskrona in 

January.  

The BUP secre-

tariat wishes all 

our friends and 

partners a Merry 

Christmas and a 

Peaceful and 

Good New Year 

2012! 

 

 

 

Paula Lindroos 

Director  

Baltic University Programme 

Editor of this issue: 

Christian Andersson 

 

Contributions are welcome! Please 

contact the editor. 
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Upcoming Events 

December 2011 

8  SWM distance course, planning meeting. Uppsala, Sweden 

 

January 2012 

13  Start of the Sustainable Water Management course in distance mode 

18—20 Centre Directors Meeting, Nitra, Slovakia 

25—26 Maritime Spatial Planning, Karlskrona, Sweden 

 

April 

18—22 Students Conference, Rogów, Poland 

24 –26 Baltic Sea Days, Berlin, Germany 

 

May 

 BUP Board Meeting 

 EU BSR strategy flagship project coordination meeting, Hamburg, Germany 

 

June 

 BUP Centres Meeting, Kaliningrad, Russia 

 

September 

10—27 SAIL 

 

For latest information on upcoming events please see the BUP Calendar. 

 
Baltic University Programme, CSD Uppsala, Villavägen 16, SE-752 36 Uppsala, Sweden 

Phone: +46—18  471 1840 
Web: www.balticuniv.uu.se 

 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/calenadar-of-bup-events
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/


 
Baltic University Programme, CSD Uppsala, Villavägen 16, SE-752 36 Uppsala, Sweden 

Phone: +46—18  471 1840 
Web: www.balticuniv.uu.se 

 

BUP Rectors’ Conference 2011 

 

One of the main aims of the 3rd BUP Rectors' Conference 

was to elaborate a new formula of cooperation between the 

universities in the network. Cooperation on organizing semi-

nars, conferences and other events for education and re-

search for sustainable development, as well as to exchange 

students, PhD students and staff.  

The task was achieved during two days of presentations and 

intensive discussions by more than 100 participants from 15 

countries representing no less than 59 universities. The 

event took place in Uppsala University main building during 

the 12—13 October in a positive spirit. In the opening 

speech of the conference the vice-chancellor of Uppsala Uni-

versity, Prof. Anders Hallberg pointed out the importance of 

the work done by the Baltic University Programme and the 

position the BUP has acquired at the university and society 

at large. From his and following contributions it became 

clear that the BUP during its first 20 years has evolved from 

a course producer and developer of education into an im-

portant platform for university cooperation and also has be-

come an actor among policy maker for higher education in 

the Baltic Sea region especially in the field of sustainable 

development. 

During the second day of the conference a number of rec-

ommendations for future activities of the BUP were ham-

mered out in parallel coffee table discussions. The recom-

mendations could be considered as guidelines for the future. 

Topics mentioned include BUP students’ activities, scientific 

cooperation, competence development for staff, greening of 

universities, introduction of membership fees (€ 1,000/

year/ university), and the continued internationalization of 

education.  

BUP will take these recommendations on board and strive to 

implement them in the following years. As a first step in this 

process a decision has been taken by the BUP board to ini-

tialize the membership fee from the year 2012. 

Uppsala University main building, venue 

for the meeting. 

The BUP Centre directors. 

Mingle during a break. 

Discussions in groups. 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/


How the Baltic University Programme Began 

This year it is 20 years since the first meeting where the Baltic Univer-

sity Programme was created in Kalmar in February 1991. However the 

proposal to start university cooperation in the region was then already 

two years old. Baltic University was one out of several initiatives at the 

time developing as the east-west border, the iron curtain, slowly or 

quickly broke down.  

Uppsala University had a history and a competence to rely on. Its rector 

Prof. Martin Holmdahl was part of the European Rectors Conference CRE 

(later the European Universities Association, EUA). When after the changes in 1985 coopera-

tion with Soviet universities became possible, he organized a first conference with substantial 

participation of rectors from East as well as West at Uppsala University in the summer of 

1989. In parallel Lund University together with among others, Gdansk University, initiated the 

Conference of Baltic University Rectors, CBUR as a kind of regional version of CRE.  

In the very unique circumstances at the dramatic time some assumed key roles to promote 

changes. A heroine was Prof. Lucia Baskauskas. She was an American anthropologist of 

Lithuanian origin, coming back as changes started, to support Lithuanian independence, and 

became vice Rector at Vytauatas Magnus University. She organized the first regional univer-

sity meeting called the Baltic Family conference in Kaunas in October 1990. 

In 1991 there was no Internet and The Baltic Programme relied on fax machines and satellite 

TV to keep contacts between the participating universities. Our partner in this was Swedish 

Telecommunications, the company responsible for the distribution of all radio and TV broad-

casts in Sweden. In particular we were able to use the Nordic Tele X satellite for broadcast-

ing. Tele X had an ideal coverage of the Baltic Sea region. The responsible person Roine 

Modigh needs to be remembered for his key role in the early history of the Baltic Programme.  

Preparing for the Kalmar conference a number of universities were invited to send one or two 

representatives to consider the proposal of Uppsala University to 

“conduct as a joint project a satellite-bridged television university level course on the Baltic 

Sea environment; the course was intended to be carried out using video recordings produced 

at the participating universities, and include live discussions between students and teachers 

at the universities over the satellite, so-called space bridges.” 

I expected that perhaps 20 universities would be interested to join a project such as this one. 

But in spite of difficulties to find efficient ways to distribute the invitation 33 universities ap-

peared at the Kalmar conference. The meeting decided to “establish a network with the pro-

posed name “Baltic University”. The internationalization of university education was stressed. 

The immediate need of educational programs in the area of environment, especially in East-

ern European countries, was pointed out. English was going to be used as a common lan-

guage. Developing a network of universities with experience, competence and equipment for 

televised teaching was attractive.  

The foundation for the coming 20 years was firmly laid! When the first active year of the Bal-

tic University Programme ended in the spring of 1992 we had an active and enthusiastic net-

work of 85 universities in 10 countries, an estimated 3 500 students which had taken part in 

The Baltic Sea Environment televised course, and hundreds of academic teachers and re-

searchers involved.  

Lars Rydén 
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The Security of the Baltic Sea Region:  

New Generation - New Agenda 

The BUP Student’s Autumn Conference took place 16-20 November 

in Rogów a small Polish town near Lodz. The conference was organi-

zed by the Secretariat of the Baltic University Network that is loca-

ted at Uppsala University in cooperation with the BUP center in  

Poland and Lodz Technical University. 

The international conference brought together students and young 

researchers from 11 European countries with a whole variety of 

backgrounds: from political science to chemistry and marine studies. 

The only unifying matter for all of them was the interest in the sus-

tainable development of the Baltic Sea Region. 

The conference agenda was adopted to be the security with a special 

emphasis on energy security and the stable development of the re-

gion. The energy security appeared to be a new challenge not only 

for the relatively stable Baltic Sea Region but for global society. The 

positive experiences of building bridges more than bringing the regi-

on into the disputes could serve as a great example of cooperation 

and show the world leaders how to deal with these vulnerable issu-

es. 

Thanks to the organizing party, major specialists in those areas 

were invited to lecture and, more importantly, discuss the current 

challenges with the audience. 

Apart from that the young enthusiasts took part in the emulator ga-

mes as the Utopia Game that provided a chance to act as country 

agents and to find solutions and a compromises dealing with resour-

ce distribution. The participants found their way into the peaceful 

managing of the potentially conflictful matter. 

“The Baltic debate” being the Oxford type discussion allowed them 

to develop their rhetoric abilities dealing with the very controversial 

topic of armament and disarmament providing the pro and contra 

arguments. 

One of the most important outcomes of the conference could be sta-

ted as a positive tendency of the younger generation more to look 

for the dialogue and their understanding the common goal being the 

unified, secure and peaceful region we share. All this gives us a 

hope for a better future that somehow vanished in the recent-day 

gloomy and shaky environment. 

 

Sofya Kalyakina 

MDP in Baltic Sea Region Studies 

University of Turku, Finland. 
Photos by: 

Pontus Ambros 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/


Integrating Sustainability Into All Activities 

of Universities 

In a joint project between the BUP Finland and Keke-

foorumi (the Finnish Forum for Sustainable Development in 

Higher Education) a workshop "Integrating sustainability 

into all activities of universities" was held at Åbo 

Akademi University in Turku 26 - 27 October by Alan Atkis-

son.  

The workshop had about 20 participants whereof 8 came 

from the BUP network. During the first day Alan Atkisson 

gave a broad overview of sustainability, sustainable devel-

opment and the importance and how to implement ideas on 

a sustainable development in education. His presentation 

included many examples from his own activities throughout 

the world. 

The second day had a more practical approach. During the 

day the participants where dived into four groups and given 

the task to build a pyramid using the ISIS tools and the 

Pyramid-method. As the work proceeded it was interrupted 

with explanations with the theoretical background of the 

different steps in the method and how to tackle the task at 

hand. At the end of the day the pyramid was erected and 

documented. 

Apart from the lectures a number of papers with additional 

reading where distributed among the participants. These 

papers and the PowerPoint presentations from the lectures 

are possible to download from the BUP Finland web site  
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BUP Swedish newsletter 

The Swedish BUP centre at Blekinge Institute of Technology in Karlskrona has started to issue 

e-mail news alerts that appears with irregular intervals. The alerts are written in Swedish. If 

you wish to join the send list please contact the Swedish contact point Agata Kosno. 

http://www.bup.fi
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
mailto:agata.kosno@bth.se


Maritime Spatial Planning Education in the Baltic Sea 

Region 

The ioint HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group 

(Committee on Spatial Planning and Development in the Baltic Sea 

Region, CSPD/BSR), has given BUP the task to investigate existing 

education in the field of Maritime Spatial Planning. The task also in-

cludes to find experts in this field, make enquiry about interest to par-

ticipate in the planning of educational material for a university course 

at the master level. Moreover it is also a part of the task also to inves-

tigate the interest to give such a course within the BUP network. The expected end 

result is a study programme at the master level. 

BUP universities and teachers may already now sign-up for the project and the plan-

ning group. The planning group will further discuss the format of education, study 

programme, master classes, etc. with the aim to write an application for funding. 

A first meeting of the planning group is scheduled for 25-26 January 2012 in 

Karlskrona, Sweden. The meeting will be headed by the Swedish BUP Centre and 

Prof. Lars Emmelin at Blekinge Institute of Technology.  

For more information contact either Agata Kosno at Blekinge Institute of Technology 

or Christian Andersson at the BUP secretariat. 
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Sustainability, River Basin Management and Climate 

Change in the Baltic Sea 

Between the 20—24 September the Research- and 

Transfer Centre “Applications of Life Sciences” of 

the HAW Hamburg organized an international 

summer course “Sustainability, River Basin Man-

agement and Climate Change”. The course at-

tracted 40 participants and took place in Hamburg. 

As an international course it offered a great oppor-

tunity to inform about up-to-date topics in the 

area of sustainable development, climate change 

and River Basin Management especially in the Bal-

tic Sea region. 

At the same time the event was an intercultural exchange within the Baltic Sea Re-

gion as the participants came from Estonia, Latvia, Poland, Russia, Belarus, Finland 

and Germany. The course consisted of expert presentations, group work and con-

crete introductions into projects and their results. During the last day an external 

expert guided the group on an excursion around the river Elbe. 

The presentations as well as videos from the course can be downloaded at the  

Waterpraxis web site. 

mailto:agata.kosno@bth.se
mailto:christian.andersson@csduppsala.uu.se
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
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The Sustainable Baltic Region Course is Being Updated 

The Sustainable Baltic Region course is since long in need 

of updating. Very much happened in the field of sustain-

able development since it was first launched in 1997, and 

we already have organised several updating meetings, 

the most interesting in 2004. But as no financing for up-

dating was found the project has been slow. However 

this year in August a group of enthusiast came together 

at Hel Marine Station in Poland to write basic texts for a 

new course in Sustainable Development. This is now  

being developed further.  

In this process a couple of important starting assump-

tions have been made.  

Students today rather use Internet than printed 

books. Thus everything will be available on Inter-

net. This will also make it easy to include films, 

power points, etc. Those who want can of course 

make a print of the material.  

Students come from all kinds of backgrounds from 

humanities to technology. SD is by nature multidis-

ciplinary so the material need to reflect that but still 

we know that deeper study in relating to their back-

ground is asked for.  

Some universities have shorter and others much longer courses. It should be possible to 

pick material suitable for the level you are using, from basic to more advanced.  

There is no need to write a new series of books as in 1997. In the Baltic University we 

have over the years since 1997 written so much on Sustainable Development so it is 

enough; we have thousands of pages and many hours of films and hundreds of power 

points. It is just to make them accessible! A project to make all material available on 

Internet has thus started. In addition there is a wealth of other material on the Internet 

on Sustained Development so all this can be added selectively with proper links. 

The new course is meant to address these different needs of our teachers and student 

groups. We expect the process of course creation to result in 

1. 12 thematic packages (sessions), each package divided in mostly three parts (or sub-

sessions). 

2. Each part will have an introductory text, illustrated with photos, diagrams, etc.  

3. Each part will be provided with links to chapters in books, films, power points, etc, 

which constitute the basic material in the course.  

4. The links at present is divided in three categories: basic, medium (widening) and ad-

vanced (deepening).  

Continued on next page 
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From the UN Conference of Polluters COP-17 in Durban, 

South Africa 

Photo: Langelle/GJEP  
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Publication 

 

Annual report 2010 

In the Annual Report 2010 that you may download you may read the tradi-

tional headings like Organization, Courses, Financing and Statistics but you 

may also read articles on Baltic University 20 Years, Baltic University in 

Ukraine, The Baltic 21 Ecoregion Project, Energy Futures Workshop, and 

Sailing with Kaliakra. 

An alfa version of the course is presently being written at the Baltic University secretariat at 

Uppsala University, with the intention to have it ready in the beginning of the coming year. A 

group of 20 BUP teachers and researchers are reviewing the material and then a final version 

will be available.  

The final course website is meant to be used as such for studying the course and thus to  

replace traditional books, films etc. It is expected to be mainly used for on campus courses 

while it is also possible for distance mode courses.  

The teacher is expected to define exactly which parts to be studied by the students in a par-

ticular course group. The material can be used for a shorter or a longer course. The material 

will be wide enough to be of interest for student groups with very different backgrounds, from 

humanities and social sciences to natural sciences and technologies.  

In the material for each part the basic is meant to be or everyone, that is, all faculties. The 

medium (widening) and advanced (deepening) material can be used selectively. For example 

a course group may be asked to include three of the widening parts and one advanced part, 

depending on specialty. 

We have discussed various possibilities of international cooperation when running courses, to 

add material and to make projects. Of course all initiatives are welcome. As everything will be 

on Internet it will be easier to modify over time. 

 

Lars Rydén 

Don’t forget to regulary visit the BUP web site at www.balticuniv.uu.se for the latest news 

from the network.  

Visit also the BUP YouTube Channel for the latest BUP movies. You can subscribe to the 

BUP YouTube Channel as many people have. All recent activities from this channel will then 

appear on your YouTube homepage. Or you can ask to be a friend.  

You may also find the Baltic University Programme on facebook. 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/downloads/doc_download/718-bup-annual-report-2010
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://www.youtube.com/user/Balticuniversity
http://www.youtube.com/user/Balticuniversity
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Baltic-University-Programme/146582272072325

